Journal Assignments Biology 2 Honors
As part of your coursework you will assigned writing prompts on a range of topics. Some of these assignments will be a response to a reading, others a brief prompt to a research topic, a few will be article summaries of emerging science topics. 

The objectives of these assignments are threefold:

· to increase your exposure to some special topics that supplement the study of biology but are not covered in depth in the class

· to increase your understanding of scientific principles

· to provide an opportunity for you to write technically and improve your written communication skills

Required readings will be available in the library media center on reserve. Each essay should be a minimum of 1.5 – 2 pages (typed, size 12 font, double spaced, 1 inch margins).
Assignments for QTR 1 

1. Read “The Origins of Water on Earth” by James F. Kasting Scientific American due Oct 3 or 4. 
Summarize in your own words the three theories outlined in the article about the origin of Earth’s water. (Zahnle, Chyba and Frank). 
2. Read “Sweet Medicines” by Thomas Maeder Scientific American due Oct 31 or Nov 1. 

Read the article and summarize the author’s perspective on the four major classes of macromolecules. Be sure to include why sugars are described as the champions worthy of advanced research. 
